The National Strategy on Community Safety
and Crime Prevention: Building Safer Communities

A nationa Strategy to prevent crime

The Nationd Sraegy on Community Safety and Crime Prevetion is amed a
devdoping community-based responses to crime, with a paticula emphasis on children
and youth, Aborigind people and women. The federd government has committed $32
million annudly to assg communities throughout Canada to devdop programs and
partnerships thet will hep prevent crimein the first place.

The Government of Canada launched Phase | of the Strrategy in 1994. This phase
provided a framework for federd efforts to support community safety and crime
prevention; encouraged federd, provincdad and teritorid cooperation; and emphasized
the mohlization of Canadians to teke action a the community levd to prevent crime.
Phase Il of the Nationd Strategy, launched in 1998, enables the federd government to
broaden its patnerships and support communities in designing and  implementing
innovative and sustainable ways of preventing crime.

The objectives of the Nationd Srategy are:

- to promote the integrated action of key governmentd and nongovernmenta partners to
reduce crime and victimization;

- t0 as39 communities in devdoping and implementing community-based solutions to
problems that contribute to crime and victimization, paticulaly as they afect children,
youth, women and Aborigina people; and

- t0 increase public awareness of and support for effective gpproaches to crime
prevention.

Thehigh cogts of crime

Crime in Canada hes traditionaly been dedt with primarily through reactive messures —
the gpprehenson, sentencing, incarceraion and rehabilitation of offenders. Satidics
Canada estimates (1994-95) that $9.9 billion a year is spent by governments on Canadd's
cimind judice sysem (i.e, police courts and corrections). However, this amount
represents a smdl portion of the totd cods of crime. If the persond and physica cods
and the losses of earnings due to crime are induded, the annud cost of crime in Canada
may be as high as $46 hillion. Moreover, this figure does not indude the cost of white
collar crime, tax evason or sock market manipulation.

There are other codts of crime that cannot be quantified. Crime hurts people and makes
them fed unsfe it decreeses qudity of life and changes the face of our communities
The ripple effects of crime are fdt throughout sectors such as hedth, socid sarvices,
education, labour and employmert.

In order to prevent crime, action mug take place a the community leve. It is the people
who live work and play in a community who best undersand ther areds assdts
problems, needs and capacities.



National strategy priorities

The Straegy comprises three man components a Safer Communities Initistive, a
Promotion and Public Education Program, and a Privaie Sector/NonProfit Body on
Crime Prevetion. The newly crested Nationd Crime Prevention Centre within the
Depatment of Judice has the responghility to implement the Nationa Strategy, in
partnership with the Solicitor Generd Canada

The following are priorities for the Nationd Srategy on Community Safety and Crime
Prevention:

Investing in Children and Youth

The best way to ded with the root causes of crime and victimization, and to thereby
contribute to a sofer socidty, is to provide children and their families with supports and
resources. Risk factors associated with youth crime indude fetd acohol syndrome, child
abuse and poor parenting.

Investing in Aboriginal People and Communities

Many Aborigind communities experience disproportionately high raies of violence
vidimization and povety. Funding unde the Saer Communities Initiive  will
complement Gathering Strength — Canada’s Aboriginal Action Plan, contributing to
improvements in hedth and public safety, and invesment in people and economic
development.

I nvesting in Women'’ s Personal Security

Violence has a sgnificant impact on the quality of women's lives Sudies have reported
that one hdf of Canadian women have experienced a least one incident of violence since
the age of 16. Fear of crime is a paticulaly important issue for women because it
redricts thar freedom to paticipate fully in society. Initigtives are required to improve
women's persond security and to reduce victimization and fear of crime.

Safer communitiesinitiative

The Safer Communities Initigtive is desgned to asis Canadians in undertaking crime
prevention activities in ther communities. Communities may be defined by geography,
as in the cae of neighbourhoods or towns, or by shared gods and experiences. The
Intistive hes three dements the Community Mohilizetion Program, the Crime
Prevention Investment Fund and the Crime Prevention Partnership Program.

The Community Mohbilization Program

The Community Mohilization Program hdps communities develop comprenensve and
sudanable approaches to crime prevention and undertake activities that ded with the
root causes of crime.

The Community Mohilization Program ams:




to increee the devdopment of broad, community-based partnerships focused on
dedling with local crime prevention issues,

to increase public awareness of and support for crime prevention; and
- toincrease the cgpacity of diverse communitiesto ded with crimeand victimization.

If you ae intereted in finding out more informetion about the Community Mobilization
Program, as wel as how to gpply for funding to support loca projects, consult the
Community Mobilization Program — Access Guide.

The Crime Prevertion Investment Fund

The Crime Prevention Invetment Fund supports sdected demondration projects of
Canada-wide dgnificance and encourages the dhaing of informeation on qudity crime
prevention initiatives across Canada. It dso supports research and evaduation of the codts,
benefits and overdl effectiveness of efforts to prevent arime and victimization and build
safer communities

The Crime Prevention Invesment Fund ams
to identify and support the devdopment of promisng and innovative, community-
basad crime prevention modedls,

- to conduct rigorous evaudions to determine the components of successful programs
and the extent to which they can be replicated in smilar settings (both urban and rurd)
across the country;

- to fadlitate the sharing of information on qudity crime prevention programs tha ae
community-based, multidisciplinary, cost-effective and sustainable over the long term;

- to promote savings in the longer term by improving exiding crime prevention
programs, in order to achieve more integrated, cod-effective crime prevention
approaches.

If you ae inteested in finding out more informaion about the Crime Prevention
Investment Fund, consult the Crime Prevention I nvestment Fund — Access Guide.

The Crime Prevention Partnership Program

Canadd s approach to crime prevention can be strengthened by providing support to, and
encouraging the invovement of, nationd and intenaiond  non-governmentd
organizations that can directly contribute to community crime prevention efforts.

The Crime Prevention Partnership Program ams.
to support the involvement of organizations that can contribute to community crime
prevention activities, and

- to devdop information, tools and resources that fadlitate community participaion in
dl phesss of aime prevention (eg., the assessment of needs, deveopment of plans
and implementation and evauation) and that can be goplied across Canada

If you ae intereted in finding out more informeation about the Crime Prevention

Partnership Program, conault the Crime Prevention Partnership Program — Access
Guide.




For moreinformation:

To obtain further information on the Nationd Straiegy on Community Sefety and Crime
Prevention Phase Il, or to obtan copies of the access guides for the Community
Mobilization Progam, the Crime Prevention Invesment Fund or the Crime Prevention
Partnership Program, contact:

The Nationd Crime Prevention Centre
Department of Justice

<. Andrew’s Tower

284 Wdllington Street

Ottawa, ON.,

K1A OH8

Tal-free1-877-302-NCPC
Tel. (613) 941-9306

Fax: (613) 952-3515
E-mail: ncpc@web.net



